
To Behold Your God  
Part 2 

 
God reveals himself in the Bible in often in the context of: 

“Peace and pain, joy and sorrow, grace and wrath, birth and death, hate and love, and 
real life situations” 

We long to see the reality of God 
PRAY 
 
Read Isaiah 43:1-3 

But now, this is what the LORD says— 
    he who created you, Jacob, 
    he who formed you, Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 
 

When you pass through the waters, 
    I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, 
    they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, 
    you will not be burned; 
    the flames will not set you ablaze. 
 
For I am the LORD your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 
I give Egypt for your ransom, 

Cush
 
and Seba in your stead. 

 

 Dear Christian Behold your God who is your Great savior. 
 
Now to the verse that has kept me up at night more than any other verse in the Bible. 
What keeps you up at night?  Not physical ailment or external agent but in your mind? 
 Friday night before opening day? - night of a first born,  - things of worry 

I have had all of these. Lately what keeps me up is the Bible.   
And there is one verse more than any that has kept drowsiness at bay 

We began with who He is v.1, 3.  This is the basis of our assurance  
 Now we move to who we are- not our assessment but His.    
  
 
4 
Since you are precious and honored in my sight,  

    and because I love you, 
I will give people in exchange for you, 
    nations in exchange for your life. 
 

 These words are like a groom 
  Precious- high value 
  Honored- Honored- esteemed- weight 
        What does he honor Ps. 138:2 
  I love you- 

 Margaret Becker song “Who Am I” Who are we that we would be the chosen 
When you look at your past and your sin that does not make you less precious. 
Ps 18:19  He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me. 



 
That alone should cause you to worship, but now comes the part that keeps me up at night 
  “I will give men in exchange for you, and people in exchange for your life” 
Is this hyperbole or symbolic or different poetic imagery?  I would say no 

We see in Israel’s history this is true.   
I see it in my history that this is true, I am one of the few who gets a glimpse of that  

 
This is best seen in…  
The beautiful exchange: Jesus’ life for mine 
Substitutionary work of God 

For God there is no price too high to pay for His own.   
Every point every junction of this reading I stop-  

This is unbelievable.  How could I not worship him for an hour? 
 
5 
Do not be afraid, for I am with you; 

    I will bring your children from the east 
    and gather you from the west. 
 

“Fear not” in these 3 chapters 
  why    v.3 “this is who I am” 
  why    v.5 “I am with you” 
 In darkest times of Joseph Gen. 39:23    Lord was with him   We have Heb. 13:5 
Who is the you in “I am with you”—the totality of God’s offspring lead us to the next verse 
 
 6 

I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
    and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ 
Bring my sons from afar  
and my daughters from the ends of the earth— 
 

Gather his people back from which they were taken bondage 
 
What qualifies us for such restoration?  His glory does, His fame of his name. 
7 
everyone who is called by my name, 

    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.” 

The theological center of this passage is verse 7 
We are called- belong to his family-created-shaped for one purpose: His glory. 
 
If we are for his glory we cannot be left with bondage.   

God’s name is on us- what is on us can be attributed to him. 
 
8-10 is not a new section but a further development of the chapter. 
In Isaiah we have a trial- God’s case against Israel and other nations.. 
      Can be seen in whole of book and here in the first chapter in the 40’s  
8 
Lead out those who have eyes but are blind, 

    who have ears but are deaf. 
9 
All the nations gather together 

    and the peoples assemble. 
Which of their gods foretold this 
    and proclaimed to us the former things? 
Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right, 
    so that others may hear and say, “It is true.” 
 



   
The people have become like that which they worship 
God brings his people in, who have been in bondage- nations, sin 
lawsuit and trial against the gods “can they predict the future?” 
 
10 

“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, 
    “and my servant whom I have chosen, 

God’s people are not spectators in this address in the heavenly court 
God has brought you out of the darkness you were in to use you to help pull others out. 
 
so that you may know and believe me 
    and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed, 
    nor will there be one after me. 

 
We begin with what we know about God.   
 Know- God’s character affects every aspect of our lives. 

Believe- He has demonstrated this ability. 
Understand – and thus experience God personally and live out His life in ours.  
 
 

11 
I, even I, am the LORD, 

    and apart from me there is no savior. God declares his absolute saviorhood 
 independent pronoun twice 
 This verse is like a great summary of 1-39, 40-43:10 
 Don’t put false dependency in other men, kingdoms, or idols.   
 
Do you trust God?  It depends on how well you know Him. 
Dear Christian Behold your God who is your Great savior. 
 
Communion 
 
 


